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VOCABULARY
Belligerent - an individual, group, country, or other entity that acts in
a hostile manner, such as engaging in combat.
Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) - explosive weapons that did not
explode when they were employed and still pose a risk of detonation,
sometimes many decades after they were used or discarded.
Fatalities - deaths incurred in the state-based and non-state conflicts
and one-sided violence. For state-based armed conflict and nonstate conflict these are defined as battle-related deaths (i.e. the use of
armed force between warring parties in a conflict dyad, be it statebased or non-state, resulting in deaths). For one-sided violence these
are deaths stemming from attacks carried out by organized actors,
targeting unarmed civilians.
GNI per capita - the dollar value of a country's final income in a year,
divided by its population.
Horizontal inequality - economic, social or other inequality
preventing people of similar origin, intelligence, etc. from having
equal success, income and wealth.
Incompatibility - the stated (in writing or verbally) generally
incompatible positions.
Internally displaced persons (IDP) - someone who is forced to flee
his or her home but who remains within his or her country's borders.
Interstate conflict - a conflict between two or more governments.
Intrastate conflict - a conflict between a government and a nongovernmental party, with no interference from other countries.
Non-state conflict - the use of armed force between organized
armed groups, none of which is the government of a state, which
results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in a year.
One-sided violence - the deliberate use of armed force by the
government of a state or by a formally organised group against
civilians which results in at least 25 deaths in a year.
State-based armed conflict - a contested incompatibility that
concerns government and/or territory where the use of armed force
between the parties, of which at least one is the government of a
state, results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in one calendar year.
Sustainable development - type of development aimed at meeting
the needs of people without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs, which relates to environmental,
social, and economic spheres.
The Fragile States Index (FSI) - an annual report published by the
United States think tank the Fund for Peace, which aims to assess
states' vulnerability to conflict or collapse.
The Human Development Index (HDI) - a statistic composite index of
life expectancy, education, and per capita income indicators, which
are used to rank countries into four tiers of human development.
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The Sustainable Development Goals (the 2030 Agenda) - a
collection of 17 interlinked goals designed to be a "blueprint to
achieve a better and more sustainable future for all". The SDGs were
set in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are intended
to be achieved by the year 2030.
The UN Peacekeeping Mission - the UN troops deployed to support
the implementation of a ceasefire or peace agreement.
Vertical inequality - inequality among individuals or households,
while horizontal inequality is defined as inequality among groups,
typically culturally defined – e.g. by ethnicity, religion or race.
Warring party - a government of a state or any opposition
organisation or alliance of organisations that uses armed force to
promote its position in the incompatibility in an intrastate or an
interstate armed conflict.
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INTRODUCTION
Since the end of the Second World War 285 armed conflicts have been
1
registered all around the globe. Despite the number of armed conflicts
declines year by year 2 , there are still a lot of them. Regions of the Middle
East and Africa are the most unstable in the world in terms of sustainable
peace and security. In 2019 alone, 18 countries of Africa and 7 countries of
the Middle East were involved in active state-based and non-state
conflicts 3.
An armed conflict is a contested incompatibility that concerns
government and/or territory where the use of armed force between the
parties results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in one calendar year 4 .
Though, direct or side effects of an armed conflict are not limited to
combat losses, as hostilities are always accompanied by population
displacement, civilian casualties, massive human rights violation,
economic and ecological insecurity, destruction of infrastructure and
cultural heritage; not to mention that armed conflicts and their
consequences place severe hurdles for states on their way to achieve
each of 17 Sustainable Development Goals set by the UN in 2015 5 . Thus,
no field of community life remains intact by war, which means that the
response should be appropriate. Measures for economic and social
rehabilitation in the post-war period are to be comprehensive and
mutually reinforcing since a holistic approach only might provide former
belligerents with the hope for a sustainable future.
Given the economic underdevelopment, sluggish growth and political
volatility of a number of countries in the Middle East and Africa, the
situation in these regions is critical. Moreover, armed conflicts in Africa
and the Middle East remain the deadliest in the world. Figure 1 shows the
rate of battle deaths in 2017 6. Therefore, we should consider these areas
1

The Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP). URL: https://ucdp.uu.se

2 United Nations Development Programme: Crisis Prevention and Recovery Report.
URL: https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved
=2ahUKEwiOmquR7f3sAhXFlYsKHY72DhUQFjACegQIAhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww
.undp.org%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fundp%2Flibrary%2Fcrisis%2520prevention%2Fundp-cpr-po
st-conflict-economic-recovery-enable-local-ingenuity-report-2008.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1PWuKj3
nCwwQ5LPlpNo0DF
3
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The Uppsala Conflict Data Program. Active State-based conflicts in 2019.
URL: https://ucdp.uu.se/downloads/charts/graphs/png_20/active_sb_2019.png
The UCDP Armed Conflict Definition. URL: https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJk_3m8__sAhUmAxAIHdNY
DZwQFjABegQIBhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undp.org%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fnorway%2Fimg%2F
sdg-16-oslo-2016%2FErik%2520Melander.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2SVHzQnYcgOBlCcpYhq4qR

5 The UN General Assembly, A/RES/70/1. URL:
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalc
ompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
6 Peace Research Institute Oslo, Trends in Armed Conflict, 1946-2017.

URL: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Dupuy%2C%20Rustad%20Trends%20in%20Armed%20Conflict%2C%201946–2017%2C%20Conflict%20Trends%205-2018.pdf
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to be of primary importance concerning the problem of economic and
social rehabilitation after armed conflicts.

Figure 1. Map of battle deaths in 2017. Source: Peace Research Institute Oslo
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CHAPTER 1.
POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES
Sometimes it is challenging to define whether a conflict is still on, or the
parties are yet to be considered ex-belligerents.
How to define a post-war country? Here are some of the indicators7 :
- hostilities and violence cessation;
- signing of peace agreements;
- demobilization, disarmament and reintegration;
- return of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs);
- establishing the foundations for a functioning state;
- initiating reconciliation and societal integration;
- commencing economic recovery.
Since the 1960s, a series of gravest conflicts have taken place in Africa,
which includes:
- Civil wars: South Sudanese Civil War (2013-2020), Chadian Civil
Wars (1965-1985; 2005-2010), Angolan Civil War (1974-2002), Liberian
Civil Wars (1989-2003), Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970), Rwandan Civil
War (1990-1994), etc. There are still ongoing conflicts, such as the
Second Libyan Civil War (since 2014), Somali Civil War (since 1991),
Central African Republic Civil War (since 2012), etc.;
- Interstate conflicts: Eritrean-Ethiopian War (1998-2018), EthiopianSomali conflicts (1948-2009), Chadian-Libyan conflict (1978-1987),
Shifta War (1963-1967), etc.;
- Intrastate conflicts: Allied Democratic Forces insurgency (since
1995), Boko Haram insurgency (since 2009), Insurgency in the
Maghreb (since 2002), etc.
In the Middle East the number of recent clashes is also enormous:
- Civil wars: Yemeni Civil War (since 2014), Syrian Civil War (since
2011), Iraqi Civil War (2013-2017), etc.
- Interstate conflicts: Second Saudi-Yemeni War (since 2015), IranIraq War (1980-1988), Gulf War (1990-1991), Arab-Israeli conflict (since
1948);
- Intrastate conflicts: Western Iran clashes (since 2016), Black
September (1970-1971), etc.
Mainly such conflicts have been caused by a multiplicity of factors such
as arbitrary borders created by the colonial powers, heterogeneous
ethnic and religious composition, inept political leadership and
7

The UN Development Programme, Crisis Prevention and Recovery Report.
URL: https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved
=2ahUKEwiOmquR7f3sAhXFlYsKHY72DhUQFjACegQIAhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undp.org%2Fc
ontent%2Fdam%2Fundp%2Flibrary%2Fcrisis%2520prevention%2Fundp-cpr-post-conflict-economicrecovery-enable-local-ingenuity-report-2008.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1PWuKj3nCwwQ5LPlpNo0DF
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authoritarian government, corruption, the negative effect of external debt
burden, poverty, concentration of control over natural resources in the
hands of political elites, etc.
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CHAPTER 2. CHALLENGES FOR
POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES
While being engaged in the conflict or at the early stages of a postconflict period countries are likely to face these problems caused by
armed clashes:
1. Population displacement. The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) called
the period from 2010 to 2019 a “decade of displacement”. One
percent of the world’s population – or 1 in 97 people – is now forcibly
displaced. According to the UNHCR 2019 report, there are 13 million
people forcibly displaced from Syria, 6.5 million from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, 3.7 million from Yemen, 3.6 million from
Somalia, 2.2 million from Iraq - and these are only a few of the
hotspots making people flee their homes8 .
2. Civilian casualties. Civilian deaths probably account for around 80–
90 percent of total casualties in contemporary warfare. This includes
deaths from deliberate violence and deaths that result from the
humanitarian crises associated with war 9 In 2018, more than 4800
civilian deaths and injuries were reported in Yemen, resulting in an
average of 93 civilian casualties per week10. During the last year more
11
than 2000 civilian casualties were registered in Syria - not to mention
thousands of people missing.
3. Human rights violation. Any armed conflict is largely accompanied
by human rights violations, including social and economic as well as
natural rights. Modern wars are known for their atrocities, including
murders, rapes, kidnappings, the use of child soldiers, illegal
detentions for ransom, tortures, land seizures, which are prohibited by
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 12, the 1949 Geneva
Conventions13 and other instruments of international law.
4. Economic insecurity. It is ordinary civilians who bear the brunt of war
on their shoulders. Any national economy is faced with a number of
disastrous consequences of armed conflicts, including but not limited
to:
8
9

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2019.
URL: https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2019/
The UN, Trends in Human Security and Conflict.
URL: http://web.undp.org/evaluation/documents/thematic/conflict/chapter2.pdf

10 UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, Press Release.

URL: https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/3/5c8121734/100-civilian-casualties-week-yemen2018.html

11
12
13

Statista, Monthly Number of Civilian Deaths in Syria.
URL: https://www.statista.com/statistics/742468/civilian-deaths-in-syria-monthly/
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
URL: https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
The Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949.
URL: https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/publications/icrc-002-0173.pdf
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a. Dramatic falls in the gross domestic product (GDP). Thus, after the
outbreak of the First Libyan Civil War in 2011 the country’s GDP
14
decreased by 61% .
b. Falls in the human development index (HDI). The HDI of Syria fell
from 6.5 in 2011 to 5.3 in 201515 .
c. Unemployment. West Bank and Gaza, being extremely unstable in
terms of peace and security, are faced with 26% of unemployment16.
d. Extreme poverty. 79% of the Central African Republic population
17
live in extreme poverty (less than 1.90 $ per day) .
e. Chronic fiscal deficits. The national government has no funding to
maintain social payments, public official salaries, finance
infrastructure rehabilitation, etc.
f. Lack of sustainable livelihood and urban infrastructure destruction.
In 2005-2009, the government of Sudan spent $4.1 billion to cover the
18
damage of the Darfur conflict .
g. Lack of access to primary health care as well as to clean water and
sanitation. In Chad, 14.5% of deaths are caused by unsafe water
19
sources .
h. Sex discrimination in the context of labour and job allocation. In the
majority of African and Middle East countries the Gender Inequality
Index is higher than 0.5 (with the highest in the world being in Yemen:
0.77)20.
i. Decline in investments due to unstable political conjuncture. Fragile
African states face dramatic fluctuations in foreign direct investments,
which is reflected in the World Bank reports21 .
j. Capital flight and brain drain. Annual capital flight from Africa
comprises $88.6 billion22. Iran, Iraq and Yemen show the highest share
of inventors emigrating abroad (more than 80%) 23.
14 The World Bank, GDP PPP (current international $).
URL: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.PP.CD?locations=LY&name_desc=true
15

Fragile State Index, Syria. URL: https://fragilestatesindex.org/country-data/

16 The World Bank, Unemployment (% of total labor force).
URL: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.TOTL.NE.ZS?locations=PS&name_desc=false
17 World Poverty Clock. URL: https://worldpoverty.io/map
18 Estimate of the Economic Cost of Armed Conflict: a Case Study from Darfur.
URL: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263345049_Estimate_of_The_Economic_Cost_
of_Armed_Conflict_A_Case_Study_From_Darfur
19 Our World in Data, Clean Water. URL: https://ourworldindata.org/water-access
20 Our World in Data, Gender Inequality Index. URL: https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/genderinequality-index-from-the-human-development-report?time=2015
21 The World Bank, Foreign Direct Investment.
URL: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BN.KLT.DINV.CD
22 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, Economic Development in Africa,
Report 2020. URL: https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/aldcafrica2020_en.pdf
23
WIPO, Study on Intellectual Property and Brain Drain. URL:
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/mdocs/en/cdip_12/cdip_12_inf_4.pdf
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5. Environmental insecurity. A weak institutional capacity to address
long-term issues such as the environment has contributed to anarchic
urbanization, deforestation, overexploitation of agricultural land,
exposure to natural disasters, etc.
All these devastating manifestations of armed conflicts inevitably affect
any spheres of social life, resulting in labour force degradation, lack of
economically active population, oppression of women, deprivation of any
form of education and medical service. The principal economy driver,
human capital, finds itself in deep regression, which is reflected by the
Human Development Index and Fragile State Index.
Fragile States Index. Human Development Index
In terms of statistics, the extent of vulnerability and instability of postconflict countries is reflected in the Fragile State Index (FSI) and Human
Development Index (HDI).
According to the 2020 data, the first 12 places of the most fragile states
are taken by African and Middle East states 24 . These are such countries
as Yemen (1st), Somalia (2d), South Sudan (3d), Syria (4th), the Democratic
Republic of Congo (5th), etc.: they are plunged into civil wars, interstate
wars or other forms of armed conflict or either find themselves at the list
of post-conflict countries.
The Fragile States Index and the Human Development Index have clear
indicators that are to determine weak points of states and can be used to
create a framework for its future development. The indicators are as
follows:

The Fragile States Index

The Human Development Index
24

The Fund for Peace, Fragile State Index. URL: https://fragilestatesindex.org/data/
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CHAPTER 3. EMBARKING ON THE
PATH OF RECOVERY
First and foremost a government is to analyze the causes that had led to
the eruption of the conflict. By eradicating the reasons for the crisis, it will
lay the firm basis for future stability and reduce the risk of conflict
recurrence.
Besides, there are measures that have to be taken in order to overcome
instability, revive the economy, rebuild the foundations and establish the
conditions for self-sustaining, inclusive growth in the immediate
aftermath of violent conflict.
Economic and social measures
Fiscal policy
Post-conflict countries usually display very low government
revenue/GDP ratios, as a result of weakened capacities for tax
collection and the widespread war-induced informality that reduces
the tax base. The first consideration in restoring the fiscal capacity of
the post-conflict state is the re-establishment of a proper and
functioning tax administration. At the same time, reforms to the tax
system must be conflict-sensitive. Their impact on vertical and
horizontal inequalities must be explicitly considered. Even as we
consider the usual questions of revenue-generating potential,
administrative feasibility and efficiency, we must also recognize the
imperative of keeping the risk of conflict recurrence low.
Access to financial resources
As a result of massive decapitalization caused by war, poorer
households in particular need assistance with access to some
financial resources to support their efforts to rebuild their lives and
contribute to the overall recovery.
Microfinance is one of the most effective tools for a post-conflict
economic revival. Microfinance caters particularly to low-income or
vulnerable clients who have no access to mainstream financial
institutions. Microfinance mechanisms such as rotating credit and
savings associations have traditionally been important in many
25
developing countries.
A good example is the “hagbed” in Somalia .
Groups of around 10 to 20 women who trust each other initiate creditsharing arrangements among themselves. Participants pay daily or
weekly contributions to the group, depending on their income level.
“Hagbed” money has traditionally been utilized to purchase
household goods or jewellery, but is now more commonly invested,
used as start-up capital for small businesses or to replenish
inventories.
In addition, remittances provide a key means of alleviating poverty.
25

United Nations Development Programme. (2008). Crisis prevention and recovery report, p. 84
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Indeed, their impact can be even greater per unit than that of
traditional foreign aid, because they go directly to households and
increase consumption and saving without leakage to the
bureaucracy. However, remittances could be even more useful in
post-conflict economies if they were better leveraged to support
productive investments.
Rehabilitating infrastructure
The rehabilitation of infrastructure is critical for the recovery of wartorn countries. From an economic perspective, infrastructure
facilitates economic activity by lowering unit costs, enlarging markets
and facilitating trade. In post-conflict settings, infrastructure
rehabilitation projects can provide much-needed employment and
economic opportunities, with substantial multiplier effects on local
communities and the aggregate economy if materials and labour are
sourced locally.
As an example, US$37 million was allocated in 2007 by the World
Bank and the European Commission to rebuild infrastructure in
Liberia, including major bridges on principal road corridors, road
maintenance and rehabilitating the capital Monrovia’s main water
treatment plant to at least 50 percent of its capacity 26.
Reinvesting in human capital
The ability of people to take their lives back after war depends
significantly on the human capital they embody. Human capital stock
— considered as the stock of education, skills and aptitudes
embodied in labour — is usually significantly depleted by conflict, and
this can undermine the prospects for economic recovery. Hence,
reversing the damage and investing in people is an important aspect
of post-conflict economic recovery.
Low public spending on education and health suggests that given the
particular hardship imposed by war, both sectors have been underfunded in conflict-affected countries, especially when contrasted
with defence expenditure. Only limited amounts of ODA and public
spending going to education and, particularly, health in post-conflict
countries. Significantly, such post-conflict countries as Angola,
Burundi, the Democratic Republic spent less on health and education
combined (as a proportion of GDP) than they did on military
expenditure between 1995 and 2000 27.
Securing economic opportunities and creating jobs
Fostering jobs must be an economic and political imperative for
public policy and donor interventions. The importance of
employment is reflected in the allocations from the United Nations
Peacebuilding Fund (PBF). Money has been assigned to Burundi,
Liberia and Sierra Leone, and employment generation was a key
priority in the submissions from all three countries 28.
However, post-conflict countries face very severe challenges
26 Ibid, p. 51
27

Ibid, p. 62

28 Ibid, p. 74
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providing jobs and restoring livelihoods. Economic reforms intended
to create macroeconomic stability and fiscal sustainability may be
conducive to growth and employment in the long run; but they are
often weak on employment creation in the short to medium term.
Inflation and recovery
While the growth performance of countries affected by conflict
varies, high inflation is typically its corollary. However, low inflation29 is
not a necessary or sufficient condition for high growth in the early
recovery period and that recovery may temporarily combine high
inflation and high growth rates.
Political measures
Reintegrating ex-combatants and special groups
War creates a number of special groups whose reintegration into the
larger community is critical, because of either their greater
vulnerability or the potential for their neglect to lead to conflict
relapse. These groups include combatants (male, female and child
soldiers), dependants of combatants and returning refugees.When
war ends, some members of these groups are able to reinsert
themselves without help, but the vast majority require some tailored
assistance to return to normal life, rejoin the labour force and
contribute to peace and national recovery.
For example, the Liberia Community Infrastructure Project, funded by
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID),
targeted an estimated 30,000 individuals, of whom 18,000 were excombatants and 12,000 were war-affected civilians 30. However,
reintegrating ex-combatants programmes often do not adequately
consider female and child combatants. While the ex-combatant
population is typically predominantly adult male, there have been
significant numbers of child soldiers and female combatants in places
such as Liberia, Sierra Leone and Uganda.
Strengthening local institutions
Restoring and strengthening local governance mechanisms after
conflict is perhaps the key enabling factor in economic recovery. As a
general principle, assistance interventions must recognize that
peacebuilding and economic recovery do not happen in a social
vacuum. Indeed, their success greatly depends on the types of
incentives and opportunities inherent in the social capital matrix and
in the ‘rules of the game’. External assistance must seek to strengthen
and adapt, as necessary, existing mechanisms and processes of
social interaction.
Reconstituting state capacity
Strengthening the machinery of government is perhaps the most
important priority for improving state performance in post-conflict
economies by reinstating the supremacy of governance and rule of
29
30

Ibid, p. 113
Ibid, p. 68
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law. The ultimate measure of an authoritative, legitimate and effective
state is one that has established a ‘social contract’, the reciprocity
between state provision of security, justice and economic
opportunities, and citizen acceptance of the authority of the state. Key
institutional challenges that need to be addressed in order to
establish such a state are, among others, the promotion of security
and the rule of law, the control of corruption and rent seeking, the
establishment of an effective civil service with respectable fiscal
institutions and revenue mobilization capacity.
International level
International help is an important factor that might contribute greatly to
the rehabilitation of post-conflict states, however, it is the responsibility of
national governments to develop the framework for economic and social
rebuilding. Still, the ECOSOC may introduce recommendations
concerning inner economic and social measures.
Official development assistance
Beyond the private sector and governments, Official development
assistance (ODA) constitutes a pillar of recovery for most post-conflict
countries today. ODA is defined 31 as government aid designed to
promote the economic development and welfare of developing
countries. Loans and credits for military purposes are excluded. Aid
may be provided bilaterally, from donor to recipient, or channelled
through a multilateral development agency such as the United
Nations or the World Bank. The aid includes grants, "soft" loans and
the provision of technical assistance. A long-standing United Nations
target is that developed countries should devote 0.7% of their gross
national income to ODA.
Debt relief
Aid in the form of debt relief does not provide a fresh inflow of
external finance. It does, however, provide some ‘fiscal space’ for the
post-conflict state authorities by facilitating the lowering of interest
rates, allowing for some incremental borrowing, and making it easier
for subsequent aid inflows to be spent on recovery rather than used
on repayments.

31 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. (2020). Official Development
Assistance (ODA). URL: https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainabledevelopment/development-finance-standards/official-development-assistance.htm
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CHAPTER 4. REHABILITATION
PROGRAMS: COUNTRY-LEVEL
Here are some of the examples of programmes adopted to provide postconflict countries with the framework of their future economic and social
rehabilitation. There are much more programmes adopted; the following
were picked up to present the overview.
Syria
The country takes the 154th place in the HDI ranking with the life
expectancy at birth of 71.8 years, 8.9 expected years of schooling and the
32
GNI per capita of $2725 . Since the beginning of the Syrian Civil war the
FSI surged from 85.9 in 2011 to 110.7 in 2020. The rates of all the indicators
worsened almost to the possible maximum; only in the past two or three
years there have been some improvements concerning such indicators
as ‘public service’, ‘economic inequality’, ‘human flight and brain drain’
and ‘democratic pressures’, which might be considered one of the results
of the UN Development Programme work. In 2011-2013 years there was
an explosive growth in Political, Cohesion and Economic trends, with the
most severe consequences being the security apparatus and public
services degradation, a sharp rise in external intervention and the volume
of factionalized elites 33.
The UN response was in elaborating the United Nations Strategic
Framework (UNSF) for The Syrian Arab Republic 2016-2019 that was
signed by the Government of Syria and the United Nations in February
34
2016 . The Framework aimed to support building resilience and
improving the lives of the people of Syria, particularly the most
vulnerable.
The Strategic Framework identified three broad priority areas:
1. Capacity development and support for institutions. Outcome: Target
institutions have mechanisms to develop, implement and monitor
evidence-based
policies,
strategies,
plans
and
resilience
programmes.
2. Restoring and expanding more responsive essential services and
infrastructure. Outcome: Basic and social services and infrastructure
restored, improved and sustained to enhance community resilience.
3. Improving the socio-economic resilience of the Syrian people.
Outcome: Households and communities benefit from sustainable
livelihood opportunities, including economic recovery and social
inclusion.
32

UNDP, 2019 Human Development Index Ranking. URL: http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/2019human-development-index-ranking

33 Fragile State Index, Syria. URL: https://fragilestatesindex.org/country-data/
34 UN. (2016). Strategic Framework for Cooperation Between the Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic and the United Nations 2016-2019
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The Strategic Framework focused on a number of key targets that would
make a difference to Syria’s ability to turn the dividends of humanitarian
action into sustainable crisis recovery, resilience building and potential
longer-term opportunities.
However, the targets are far from being fully reached. The United Nations
estimates the cost of reconstruction at $250 billion 35. Russia wants the
West to pay up; its military support is essential to the Assad regime’s
survival, but it has its own economic constraints.
However, the United States and its Western allies have adamantly
refused, absent meaningful political changes. There would be “no
reconstruction without political transition”, a French embassy
spokeswoman said. In 2016, Nikki Haley, then the US ambassador to the
United Nations, dismissed as “absurd” Russia’s push for Western support.
That leaves 18 million people, about a third of whom are refugees, facing
an uncertain future in a country that’s far worse off now than it was when
the conflict began.
South Sudan
This post-conflict country had been plunged into a civil war for more than
6 years until the unity government was created in February 2020. The
country finds itself on the 186th (out of 189) position in the HDI Ranking
with the life expectancy at birth being 57.6, expected years of schooling
being 5 and GNI per capita being $1455 36. With the outbreak of hostilities
in 2013, the country faced the security apparatus, state legitimacy, human
rights decay; the rise in demographic pressures. Still, the situation
improved slightly after the 2018 National Development Strategy37 and the
2019 UN Cooperation Framework for the Republic of South Sudan38 had
been adopted. The country managed to reduce group grievances, human
rights violations and the level of external intervention . It39 decided to
focus on SDGs № 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), № 2 (Zero
Hunger) and №4 (Quality Education).
South Sudan has enjoyed broad international support on its way to
recovery. A great share of the peace attainment was possible due to the
efforts of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) which
provided the country with the protection of its citizens, continued support
for local-level mediation and reconciliation activities. Moreover, the
World Bank granted South Sudan $410 million which were to be
allocated to programmes that expanded the provision of basic services
35

36
37
38
39

UN. (2017). ‘No preconditions’ accepted from Syrian parties, UN envoy says ahead of Geneva
talks. URL: https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/11/637402-no-preconditions-accepted-syrianparties-un-envoy-says-ahead-geneva-talks
UNDP, 2019 Human Development Index Ranking. URL: http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/2019human-development-index-ranking
NDS-4-Print-Sept-5-2018.pdf
UNCF South Sudan AW LOW RE.pdf
Fragile State Index, South Sudan. URL: https://fragilestatesindex.org/country-data/
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for vulnerable populations as well as support for livelihoods creation,
food security initiatives and basic economic recovery.
South Sudan chose to build peace and to strengthen its governance, to
improve food security and to recover local economies, to strengthen
social services, and to empower women and youth as their priority areas
for action.
South Sudan Cooperation Framework (in brief)
Indicator

Baseline

40

Budget
(USD
million)

Target

Building peace and strengthening governance
Percentage of
individual
respondents with
confidence in peace
and security

2018: 47.4%
(46.6% male and
48.7% female)

2021: 60% (58% male
and 62% female)

Number of
governance and
security reforms
completed and
implemented

2018: stalled peace
agreements

2021: Permanent
constitution with full
guarantees of rights
and nondiscriminatory drafted,
20 transitional
institutions and
mechanisms reformed
and reconstituted, etc.

Number of national
2018: 1
and sub-national
development policies,
plans, budgets and
revenue management
systems that are SDG
aligned

120

2021: 5

Improving food security and recovering local economies
Percentage of
households with poor
Food Consumption
Scores

2017: 20%

2021: 15%

Reduction in food
consumption gap
from national
production

2018: Food
consumption gap
is equivalent to 5
months cereal
production

2021: Food
consumption gap is
equivalent to 2 months
cereal production

40

210

The UN Cooperation Framework for the Republic of South Sudan. URL: UNCF South Sudan AW
LOW RE.pdf
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Strengthening Social Services
Proportion of births
attended by skilled
health professionals

2016: 14.7%

2021: 25%

Number of people
newly infected with
HIV in the reporting
period

2017: 14,000

2021: 4,800

% of children, youth
2016: ECDE 10%;
and adults enrolled in primary 57%;
formal and non-formal secondary 7%
education

2021: ECDE 15%;
primary 75%;
secondary 11%

% of households with
basic water services

2021: 60%

2017: 50%

230

Empowering Women and Youth
Percentage of
Women in leadership
position both at
National, state level

2016: 26.25% NLA,
10% Ministries

2021: 40% NLA;
15% Ministries

Existence of youth act
that institutionalize
youth leadership and
participation at
national and state
level

2018: No

2021: Yes

90
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CHAPTER 5. INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS AND BODIES
The organizations and bodies presented below have proved to be
effective and indispensable for the post-conflict economic, social,
political and cultural rehabilitation of the African and Middle East
countries.
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

41

The UNDP is the UN’s development agency which is responsible for the
Sustainable Development Goals implementation, maintaining global
development network, providing the least developed countries with
international assistance, hostilities prevention and the reduction of the
negative effects of armed conflicts.
As a part of its work on the SDGs, the UNDP elaborated a comprehensive
programme ‘Recovery solutions and human mobility’ aimed at postconflict economic rehabilitation.
The programme includes several courses of action:
Livelihoods and Economic Recovery
The establishment of sustainable livelihoods and undertaking of the
urgent economic measures are the first steps to create a friendly
environment for future changes and addressing long-lasting
problems. The programme involves simultaneous relief, recovery and
development actions in order to meet short-, medium- and long-term
needs of the economy. Short-term UNDP economic intervention
promotes ‘cash-for-work’ schemes via reforestation, community
infrastructure rehabilitation, agro-food processing and cultivation, and
improvement of irrigation systems. Medium- and longer-term
interventions involve creation of long-term and stable employment,
inclusive economic growth and education, digital transformation and
42
entrepreneurship development .
Migration and Displacement
The UNDP encourages countries to mainstream migration into their
development strategies, address the root causes of migration, pay
due regard to the reintegration of internally displaced persons,
migrants, refugees and moral upbringing of the host communities.
Together with the International Organization on Migration, the UNDP
has already impacted millions of people, providing them with
43
temporary jobs, access to basic services, etc .
41

The UN Development Programme. URL: https://www.undp.org

42 UNDP, Livelihoods and Economic Recovery.
URL: https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainabledevelopment/prosperity/recovery-solutions-and-human-mobility/economic-recovery.html
43

UNDP, Migration and Displacement. URL: https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030agenda-for-sustainabledevelopment/prosperity/recovery-solutions-and-humanmobility/migration-and-displacement.html
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Development and Mine Action
Explosive remnants of war create great physical hurdles on the way
to post-conflict economic recovery. It is civilians who form a vast
majority of landmines victims; mined roads pose a great threat to
humanitarian aid delivery and traffic in general. Mine actions
programmes are aimed at mitigating and ultimately abolishing the
impact of ERW via mine clearance, risk reduction education, survivor
and victim assistance, stockpile destruction, and advocacy. These
actions involve releasing land for productive uses, creating new
workplaces (even though temporary), promotion of relevant
education, etc44.
Other UN bodies
UN Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding Fund (PBF). It is the UN’s
financial instrument of first resort to sustain peace in countries or
situations at risk or affected by violent conflict. Here you may find the
representational report of the PBF’s investments in 2019:
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding
/files/documents/final_map_2019.pdf.
45
UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) , UN Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 46. These are the two
of five regional commissions established by the UN. These bodies are
responsible for intergovernmental cooperation and integration in
Africa and Western Asia. They promote common standards and
framework for these regions’ states development, conduct research
and give recommendations so that they evolve in compliance with
the 2030 Agenda.
UN International Labour Organization (ILO). The ILO is responsible
for setting world labour standards, promoting rights at work,
47
encouraging decent and equal employment opportunities .
International Monetary Fund (IMF). The IMF is to ensure the stability
of the international monetary system, foster global monetary
cooperation, facilitate international trade, promote sustainable
48
economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world .
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). This body promotes international dialogue with the help of
educational, cultural and scientific tools. It adopts international
standards and manages programmes that foster the free flow of
44

45
46
47
48

UNDP, Development and Mine Action.
URL: https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainabledevelopment/prosperity/recovery-solutions-and-human-mobility/mine-action.html
UNECA. URL: https://www.uneca.org/pages/overview
UNESCWA. URL: https://www.unescwa.org/about-escwa
International Labour Organization. URL: https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/lang-en/index.htm
International Monetary Fund. URL: https://www.imf.org/en/About
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ideas and knowledge sharing, provides free and equal access to
education, scientific and cultural heritage of humanity 49.
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). This
specialized UN agency promotes industrial development for poverty
reduction, inclusive globalization and environmental sustainability,
resilient infrastructure construction, industrialization and innovation
fostering 50.
Others.
UN Peacekeeping Missions
The United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
(MINURSO)
The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission
in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA)
The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission
in Mali (MINUSMA)
The United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO)
The African Union - United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur
(UNAMID)
The United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF)
The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
The United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA)
The United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS)
The United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO)
The World Bank
The World Bank was founded in 1947 as the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development. There are now more than a thousand
51
projects of the World Bank in Africa and 122 in the Middle East covering
such fields as transportation, public administration, social protection,
water, sanitation and waste management, energy and extractives,
education, etc.
The International Development Association (IDA). IDA is the part of
52
the World Bank that helps the world's poorest countries .
State and Peacebuilding Fund (SPF). The goal of the SPF is to
address the needs of state and local governance in fragile and
53
conflict-prone and -affected situations .
49
50

UNESCO. URL: https://en.unesco.org/about-us/introducing-unesco
UNIDO. URL: https://www.unido.org/who-we-are/unido-brief

51 The World Bank, Projects. URL: https://maps.worldbank.org
52 International Development Association. URL: https://ida.worldbank.org
53 State and Peacebuilding Fund. URL: https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/state-and-peacebuilding-fund
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The Humanitarian-Development-Peace Initiative.
The Humanitarian-Development-Peace Initiative (HDPI) is a joint effort
by the United Nations and the World Bank Group to work together in
new ways across the humanitarian-development-peace nexus in
countries affected by fragility, conflict and violence 54.
The Global Concessional Financing Facility
GCFF provides development support on concessional terms to middleincome countries impacted by refugee crises across the world 55.
Regional organizations
The League of Arab States. The Arab League is an organization
which embraces Arab countries of the Middle East and Northern
Africa. It facilitates political, economic, cultural, scientific, and social
programmes designed to promote the interests of the Arab world.
The Arab League has always played a crucial role in the economic
and social rehabilitation of its countries after armed conflicts: thus, it
hosted funds on the Rehabilitation and Development of Palestine and
other Arab states after the series of conflicts with Israel.
The African Union. The goal of this continental organization is to
achieve solidarity between African states, to defend their
independence and sovereignty, to accelerate the continent’s
integration in economic, trade, financial, social fields for the sake of its
sustainable and peaceful development 56. The African Union has put
enormous efforts in the facilitation of negotiations for peaceful
resolution of the continental conflicts and the effective
implementation of peace agreements, as witnessed in, among others,
Burundi, the Central African Republic (CAR), the Comoros, Côte
d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Liberia, Sierra
Leone, Sudan and Somalia.
African Development Bank Group 57 and Islamic Development
Bank 58 . These regional organizations develop long-term regional
financial structures, mobilize and allocate resources for post-conflict
and developing economies, acting in compliance with the 2030
Agenda.

54

55
56
57

The Humanitarian-Development-Peace Initiative.
URL: https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/brief/the-humanitariandevelopment-peace-initiative
The Global Concessional Financing Facility. URL: https://globalcff.org
The African Union. URL: https://au.int/en/au-nutshell
African Development Bank Group. URL: https://www.afdb.org/en/about/mission-strategy

58 Islamic Development Bank. URL: https://www.isdb.org
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CONCLUSION
Since any war is aimed at destroying the military power of the rival as
well as its infrastructure, human, economic and capital assets, it is the
civilian economically active population that carries the burden of any
armed conflict. Thus, the social and economic basis for the nation’s future
prosperity is undermined multidimensionally which might lead to both
recurrences of the conflict and inner turmoil.
Due to developing regional integration and globalization as well as the
complexity of international actors any local conflict has a capacity to spill
over borders and evolve into a large-scale war. That is why international
institutions and states which are not involved in the conflict are to be
interested in 1. its peaceful settlement; 2. providing help for the nations
affected by hostilities. By doing so, they will ensure the stability of their
own region, commercial ties, etc. This accounts for such diversity and
multiplicity of international organizations whose underlying aim is
assistance for fragile economies, nations in need and post-conflict
countries.
National governments are to elaborate long-term road maps for
macroeconomic recovery. At the same time they are to meet the urgent
needs of their population with the help of the international community.
The approach towards economic and social rehabilitation is to be
comprehensive and inclusive. Primary importance should be given to the
investments in human capital, fair and equitable political system,
reduction of social tensions. The best approach is providing relief,
recovery and development actions simultaneously for both urgent and
long-lasting needs of the economy.
Obviously, we should not forget about measures for preventing the
conflict: preventive diplomacy, special regional UN bodies, maintaining
international dialogue under the auspices of the UN, etc. Financing
preventive measures will take much less than addressing large-scale
violence and its disastrous economic, political and social consequences.
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